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Aruba celebrates its National 
Day, with pomp and festivities 



A rrival of Governors 



Arrival of PM Mike Eman and Spouse Doina Eman 


Aruba's National Day, March 
IS, also called Himno y Ban¬ 
dera, (Anthem and Flag Day) 
is a tune of celebration, offset 
by reflection upon what it 
means b e Arub an, and h ow the 
people can best serve their is¬ 
land nation to progress and 
pro sper. 

Tins is exemplified by the 
rather solemn official obser¬ 
vance oil L G Smith Boule¬ 
vard m the morning, winch 
ended with festive entertain¬ 
ment and a parade by national 
agencies, sports groups and 
scout troops. 

Continued on page 2 



Governor of Curasao Lucille George-Wout with Governor Refuno l and PM Eman 
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L,G, Smith Blvd. 160, Oranjestad, Aruba 
Walking distance from low rise hotels 

Tel: (297) 583-8899 

E- mail: p romenad e @ sttarn eLaw 
Visit us at: www, pro menadearuba.com 



Quality vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive doily & weekly rates- 

I Free hate! pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 



Offices at: 
iOO am to 11 ;00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
SlOO am to 6:00 pm 



E mart; budg-Bfaniba'SsetarnefuiJW - www,budgetoruba J CD:m 


“AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE 


Putin defies West with 
Crimea ’land grab’ 


MOSCOW (AFP) - President 
Vladimir Putin yesterday 
signed a treaty claiming the 
Black Sea region of Crimea 
as Russian territory as the 
Ukraine warned the show¬ 
down had entered a "military 
stage" after soldiers were 
killed on both sides 

The treaty signing was 
conducted at lightning speed 
in the Kremlin in a defiant 
expansion of Russia's post- 
Soviet borders that has 
plunged relations with the 
West to a new post-Cold War 
low. 


The move, less than three 
weeks after pro-Moscow 
troops first seized control of 
the strategic peninsula, trig¬ 
gered furious condemnation 
from Western leaders. 

The Ukraine said one of 
its soldiers had been killed in 
Crimea yesterday, branding 
the first confirmed fatality on 
the peninsula a "war crime", 
and announced that its forces 
would be allowed tD fire 
weapons m self defence 

Continued on page 6 
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Hour;; 

8tmi' rOpnt ish Sunday-Thursdny 
8m ■ 3am hh Friday i Saturday 
Phone number 566-3904 


NOW Serving 

Breakfast 

lunch and dinner 
seven days 
a week. 


All you can eat 
pancakes 
16.99 



- 2Egga & Toast 
14.99 



'Across from Aodisson R« 

The Hi-Rise Hotel District 


e/fraty io most 
tels A beaches" 


Unlimited 
Refills - $0.79 



5 Burgers Aruba 



Burgers, Fries.. A More! 



Aruba celebrates its National Day, with pomp and festivities 


Continued from page 1 



We/come to the Ministers 



Presenting the flag to island and visiting dignataries 


Governor of Aruba, Fredis Re- 
funj d 1„ Prime Minister Mike 
Email, ministers and parlia¬ 
mentarians had the honor of 
wel coming a numb er 0 f digni - 
tanes from the other Dutch 
Caribbean islands, such as the 
Governor of Curasao, the Hon¬ 
orable Lucille George-Wont, 
and from H oil aid, Director 
General of Kingdom Affairs, 
Richard van Zwal, along with 


the many citizens of Aruba 
who came to observe the a ces¬ 
sion. 

The speakers during the 
morning event were, as tradi¬ 
tion demands, Prime Minister 
Mike Eman, and tins year, 
Minister of Tourism, Trans¬ 
port, Primary Sector and Cul¬ 
ture, Otrnar Oduber 

Minister Oduber recited a 
bn ef history of key figures 111 


Aruba's struggle for autonomy 
within the Dutch Kingdom. He 
pointed to the examples and 
sacrifices of the the PM's 
grandfather, Henny Email, 
founder of their political party, 
AVR who along with Juan 
Irausquin, initiated the move¬ 
ment for Aruban independ¬ 
ence, as well as Email's son, 
Albert, who originally pre¬ 
sented the petition on March 



Prime Minister Eman 



IS, 1943 111 Holland. 

Those 1943 negotia¬ 
tions resulted 111 die for¬ 
mation of the 
Netherlands Antilles 111 
1951, but Aruban Inde¬ 
pendence, Status 
Aparte, w r ould not be¬ 
come a reality until 
19Sb. Gilberto Francois 
"BeticcT Craes, 

founder of the MEP po¬ 
litical party, took up 
the b atou to continue to 
crusade for Aruban au¬ 
tonomy. It was under 
his leadership that 
Aruba decided upon its 
awn national anthem 
and flag, which were 
unveiled on March IS, 

1976. 

The point tD Minis¬ 
ter Oduber's discourse, 
repeated and enlarge 
up on by Prime Minister 
Email, was that Aruba's 
National Day tran¬ 
scends any political leanings or 
differences. It is a tune for all 
to unite under the island's flag 
and sing its anthem, to cele¬ 
brate the island's prosperity 
and the achievements of its 
people 

The Prime Minister's im¬ 
passioned address stirred the 
audience His plea for all to 
look to the future and instill in 
the next generation the same 
pride m their Aruban identity 
and love of country, brought a 


Raising the flag 

wave of applause 

Following the formal 
speeches, those attending were 
treated to a variety of enter¬ 
tainment, including native 
dancers, papular island 
singers, and tins year's winner 
of foe National Patna tic Poetiy 
Contest, Frank Crocs, reciting 
his poignant piece, "Tera Seco, 
Tera Cora," (Dry Land, Red 
Land.) 

See more fotos on page 3 
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EVERYONE’S A WINNER! 


IT’S FREE! • EVERY WEDNESDAY • AT 7:OOPM 

OVER *1,500 IN FREE SLOT 
PLAY & CASH PRIZES! 

Join us for our N Mo Losers' 1 Stot Tournament, when everyone 
who plays is guaranteed s 10 IN FREE SLOT PLAY. 

Plus, the top 5 winners will receive great cash 
and free pfay prizes! 

fiNtH lay ktofifQa* Gil rormwaliHiiiligL Yu mill ufaril 13 tf »gt ra fult'd®. *i«rf<nri raihi l£ i^. 


TROPIC AN A EMTfRlA INWE NT CM! NOS | TROPIC AN AC A5' N OS. COM 
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tiOOOlCANA 


h*i Lit'llLI I 
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u.ruMWmriF 

cdLimn hdiil. 


OQ0G 


QOOQicana 

ARUBA RESORT & CASINO 


Aruba celebrates its National Day, with pomp and festivities 




Minister Oduber 


Minister of Finance and Minister of Health with spouses 




Angelo Kooiman sings 




Frank Croes recites his win¬ 
ning poem Terra Seco Terra 
Cor 
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Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to EagJe 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 

vacation rn Aruba. 

Bubaii #143, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Faxs (297) 587-8440 


I WWW, S.is3h;j apartments com 

E-mail: siisakiapEirtm6nts@htitmdit.com 

Musical tribute and treat 


by Nico Connor 



ORANJESTAD- A 
musical treat and trib¬ 
ute to our cultura will 
be avail abe on the 
local market as of 
Monday, March 17t 
tin *j is a production of 
“Aruba's Sweet Pan 
Man,” Mico Connor 
Tins is the second vol¬ 
ume of "Cnoyo" pan 
music. 

Micd's CD is being 
launched in conjunc¬ 
tion with Aruba’s 
Hymn and Anthem 
celebrations The new 
CD is dedicated to pi¬ 
oneer Alphonse 
Buchi" Boekhoudt 
Boekhoudt has 
worked with Connor 
and has even given 
lessons on the Musi¬ 
cal Organ (Caha di 
Orgel) 

Boekhoudt exressed.. "it is 
an honor for mi to have 
worked with Nico m the pro¬ 
duction of this CD. 

Tire CD contains the fol¬ 
lowing pieces by different 
artists: 

1. Padu - Alp ho ns o 
Boekhoudt 

2 . Den Mi Culture tin un 
cos - Robert Madura 

3. Mar pa bo patna - C-zar 
01 arte 

4. Si Machi krer - Cecil 
Growel 

5. Dama Antnona — Fran- 
sisco De Paula Aguirre and 
LeonciQ 

d. Pais - Jossy Brokke 

7. Ki mi tin - Vincente 
Kelly 


S. Bernadma - Alphonso 
Baeldioudt 

9 Atardi - Rudi Plaate 

10 En Skotjie - Vincente 
Kelly 

11 Ken no s ta - Gus Odu- 
ber-Hilward Croes 

This CD is definitely going 
to be a classic with its 11 songs 
of local musicians who have 
already had much success 
Connor is now immortalizing 
sweet pan music m his “Cny- 
oyo Volume 2 "The new C is 
an ex cep tin al contribution to 
our culture 

Fdi" more information con¬ 
tact them via eannl at sweet- 
pamnusic@htmail com or at 
sweetpanmusic.ne@gmail co 
m. You can also call Tel 732- 
7400 / 742-7400 



Haven stra at 36. 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


of Inin 


Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner : 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Aruba's National Day: Let the 

festivities begin! 



Minister Oduber with devoted tot/rists Rich and Marie 

Szempruch 


Showing his pride in his flag. 

ORANJESTAD -- Arubans 
thoroughly enjoy their national 
holidays, and consider them a 
time for all the community to 
share and enjoy the talents and 
traditions that make the day 
noteworthy They enjoy their 
festivities so much, they often 
stall w r ell m advance of the ac¬ 
tual day 

Aruba's Matronal Day, 
March IS, is preceded by days 
of patriotic song fests, with the 
winners in three age categories 
performing on the eve of 
Himno y Bandera (Anthem and 
Flag Day) in the cultural show 
and street fair conducted m the 
Plaza G.F "Betico" Croes, lo¬ 
cated directly behind the Gas dr 
Cultura m Oran] estad 

Visitors are warmly wel¬ 
comed to enjoy a sampling of 
modem and foil-done dancing, 
contemporary and traditional 
music, as well as to sample a 
real taste of island cooking at 
several of tire booths arranged 
around the plaza Criolio cook¬ 
ing is tlie usual fare, with offer¬ 
ings such as pastechis, regional 
sweets, and Oester Soup abun¬ 
dant. Even Aruba's Minister of 


A* 


Z, 


cross stitched magnets and jewelry 


Tourism, Transport, Primary 
Seeotr and Culture, Qtmar 
Oduber, could hardly wart for 
a hearty bowl of this favorite 
treat 

A lengthy and free program 
of entertainment opened with 
contemporary group Popcorn 
Dancers welcoming the audi¬ 
ence with a number choreo¬ 
graphed to tire popular song 
"My Island Aruba.” Visitors 
unacquainted with it can hear it 
in the background o f commer¬ 
cials and infomercials enticing 
vacationers to our shores 


Other noted entertainers in¬ 
cluded popular balladeer Ed- 
jean Semaleer, who made the 
song "My Island Aruba," pop¬ 
ular and his sister Jeanedy, 
singing her winning song from 
the annual patriotic song con¬ 
test. 

As always, it w r as a congen¬ 
ial evening when islanders 
gather to wish each other "pa- 
bien" far their independence 
day, as well as welcome island 
visitors witli an authentic sam¬ 
ple of Aruban food, handcrafts 
and hospitality 



A family pastime is making flag based knick 
traditio nai herbai rem e dies fors ale knacks 
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Blue Residences opens its doors 

in soft opening 



PALM BEACH -Between 
Palm and Eagle Beach many 
people still remember a Sea 
park at the end of the eiglides 
and a supermarket that was 
temporary open here. On ex¬ 
actly tins location three Towers 
have steadily been under devel¬ 
opment and one building, the 
Indigo Tower., the hist of the 
three towers at Blue Resi¬ 
dences received the first guests 
in Gabrieli a Powell and Brad 
Cusnb erb at ch Pro p erty M an- 
ager Aisa van der Biezen and 
Front Office and Reservations 


Manager, Emile Kock wel¬ 
comed the couple while Gen¬ 
eral Manager Jan van Nes 
accompanied the first guests to 
their suite where they were sur¬ 
prised with an upgrade from a 
deluxe ocean view to a two 
bedroom condo, Tire soft open¬ 
ing of this condo-hotel was 
blessed with their comments on 
Facet ook which were 

"Absolutely amazing. The 
room is fantastic, and tire staff 
are all incredibly nice and 
100% accommodating. When 
we come back, we will most 


certainly stay here again!" 

Blue Residences' three 
Towers are now sold for SD% 
and a Grand Opening is ex¬ 
pected in July with die opening 
of the Kitchen Table Restau¬ 
rant, El Mirador and, the 
Frangipani Bar and Patio. "We 
have chosen for a soft opening 
5 condos at the time making 
sure that each guest experience 
is a memorable one and we all 
take pride of going the extra 
mde comets General manager 
Jan van Nes Guest experi¬ 
ences at the opening of hotel 
are not always swift around die 
world and we are not happy 
unless the guest that checks out 
leaves making ins or her reser¬ 
vation for their next visit". Our 
entrance is ready now and we 
are now fully accessible from 
the J.E hausquin boulevard 
adds Aisa the property man¬ 
ager 

Blue Residences is repre¬ 
sented by Icon Hotel Market¬ 
ing, Inc m Newport,. USA and 
KTCpr agency in New York 
and more information can be 
found on www.blueamba.com 
and www ownbiueaiuba.com 


Utarlij Utrit Amt 

inn * 7'011 pin 


1 SESlAL'IUM ' 


Appetizers: Stuffed Avocado, Escargots Bourguignon* 
(choose one) Fruits of the Seven Seas, Choices of Soup-; 

Entrees: Breaded Grouper 

topped with coconut shrimps served with 
rice and vegetables 

Land &. Sea 

Chicken Breast, Steak & Shrimps with rice 
and vegetables 

Breaded Chicken Breast 
served with mushroom sauce, topped 
with cheese served with vegetables and 
stuffed potato 

Twin Tenderloin or Chicken Parmesan 

served on a bed of linguini pasta 

Dessert, Coffee or Tea 


us$27 

(tax & 15% service charge) 
Includes on^ FREE 

i Glass of Wine 


*7' V 

- 

vw J 




Buccaneer Restaurant - Gasparitp 11. Noord 
t?hone: (+29 7 ) 5S6 61/2 - www.buccaneeraru.ba.com 


Loyal visitors honored at the Aruba 

Divi Phoenix Resort 



Recently, the Aruba Tourism Authority had the great pleasure of honoring a group of 
loyal friends as Distinguished Visitors of Aruba. The symbolic ho no rary title is pre¬ 
sented in ffte name of the Minister of Tourism as a foten of appreciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for 10 to 19 consecutive years. The honorees were Mr. Ronald and Mrs. Mar- 
ityn Krueger, Mr. Tod and Mrs. Randi Kassay, Mr. Bobby and Mrs. Denise Blandi and 
Mr. David Mennie. All the honorees are loyal members of the Divi Phoenix and they 
love Aruba very much for its friendiy people, nice climate, beautiful beaches, diverse 
restaurants and great casinos. Aruba feels like a second home, the people are like a 
family tc them and the Divi Phoenix is their home away from home. The certificates 
were presented to them by Mr. Ernest Giei representing the Aruba Tourism Authority 
in presence of Mrs. Avrit, Mr. Pedro Vargas and GM Gerritt Griffith of the Divi Phoenix. 






Team Aruba hels PDRA make 
history with first event 


UNION, Soutli Carolina -- 
The Professional Drag Rac¬ 
ers AssociatiDnis qmckly ap- 
pro aching their inaugural 
senes event This PDRA 
Spring Open National Event 
will be held at Rockingham 
Drag way in Rockingham, 
N.C. April 3-6. This locale is 
rather fitting since Rocking¬ 
ham Dragway lias been home 
to many history-making mo¬ 
ments over the life of profes¬ 
sional eighth mile drag 
racing. Rockingham Drag- 
way was home to the site of 
the first ADRL ticket give¬ 
away promotion at the stoned 
Drag stock event. Tins mar¬ 
keting tactic, although ini¬ 
tially scorned by many, 
proved to be highly success¬ 
ful Building upon the 
strengths developed over the 
last decade of professional 
eighth mile racing, the PDRA 
is also utilizing free ticket 
drives to promote their brand 
new series. Extreme Pro 
Stock Team Aruba has been 
dedicated to their eighth mile 
senes since a Pro Stock class 
came available. Now, latch¬ 
ing on to the ‘by racers, far 
racers' approach of the 
PDRA, Team Aruba is in¬ 
creasing their commitment 
and involvement in helping 
tins newborn organization 
succeed. 

Although Team Aruba 


hails from their namesake 
country, their race shop is 
based out of Union, S.C, 
which makes the Spring 
Open their home stop on the 
PDRA tour. To help get the 
word out about tins historical 
event. Team Aruba has part¬ 
nered with the Union County 
Chamber to distribute 10, ODD 
of the free event tickets. 

"The Rockingham race is 
the easiest race far folks from 
our U S. home base to at¬ 
tend,” told team owner Ven 
Em an "We hope that by dis¬ 
tributing the PDRA's free 
tickets in Union aid the sur¬ 
rounding areas, our local fans 
will come see us race It's an 
excellent opportunity to be 
part of hi story in the making 
at the first-ever PDRA race. 

"We are glad that the 
PDRA has continued the free 
ti cket di stnb uti o n, ” a dde d 
Em an '' When this techinque 
lias been used in the p ast, the 
stands are full Team Aruba is 
going to do everything in our 
efforts to make sure that’s the 
case far the Spring Open. 
Tickets are available to fans 
everywhere - even Aruba!” 

Tickets are available in 
most stores in the town of 
Union and also through the 
Union County Chamber of 
Commerce and its members. 

Keep up with Team Aruba 
on Facebook and Twitter. 
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NEW YORK CITY’S FUNNIEST 
« COMEDIANS RIGHT HERE IN ARUBA! 




SPECIAL 

APPEARANCE 
^ BY... 


moody McCarthy 

Late Shew D.r. irr 
Letter on CBS. 

Jimm’f Kirr.VTinl J-iuc! cyi AUC 



DC BENNY 

LjtoL.if.ri'wii uii LM. 
Comedy Ctfdf-f. Tht amhcx 

LI Li U fiontfdv Tom 


KFYIN HCAHEY 

natrspray, and Big 


GKLY_ 

PCirdiaE&iat-Slibwi 'o o 11 : £ fi. c?l$L»y 


Y $S 4 With thMpj; 

Shows 9pm, Doors Open 8pm [NO SHOWS ON THURSDAYS] ■ Full Bar 
First Come, First Serve Seating * No Drink Minimum * 5bow is for Mature Audiences 


S25 FREE Slot Play 

wILn every comedy ticket purchased! 

See tmipteit nA^r sreflerrs* Ctstoa 




ARUBA 

nr ‘.ns t a st r i i ari ■ cr a ■sino 


jEEEEB^ 


>^iirnull 

•JV'.'-'r.Sb-VL’On 


ZQ% OFF Dinner at La Vista 

Restaurant with purchase of comedy ticket! 

Gi%:jcT .'nr liiv- JiWl : 1 use JYlfy 


Putin defies West with Crimea 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kiiche-n / Airco f Cable TV 
Free Internet Library / Swimming Pooi f Laundry S Fitness. Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Fee! free to contact or visit us, 
_ Mon - Fri: flam-7pm. 5at&Suni SarrHBpm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: qualily@setafTiet.aw - Website: w ww. aruba qua lily apa rtm eats. co-m 

Dutch PM 'disgusted' by 
Wilders rap video execution 


'land grab' 

At the same time the pro- 
Kremlin authorities reported 
that a member of their own 
forces had also been killed in 
the same incident. 

Interim Ukraine President 
Oleksandr Turchynov accused 
die country's former masters in 
Moscow of' acting like "Nazi 
Germany" as his prime minis¬ 
ter declared the conflict with 
Russia was hdw at a "military 
stage" 

The West, winch backs the 
new leaders in Kiev who took 
power after last month's oust¬ 
ing, of pro-Kremlin president 
Viktor Yanukovych, con¬ 
demned Moscow's actions as a 
blatant annexation of Crimea. 

US Vice President Joe 
Biden bluntly accused Russia 
of a "land grab" and Secretary 
of State John Kerry warned 
Moscow against any incursion 
into eastern Ukraine. 

Putin signed the treaty with 
Crimean prime minister Sergej 
Aksyonov after over 97percent 
of Crimeans voted in favour of 
joining Russia in a disputed 
referendum on Sim day. 

Russian lawmakers, who 
still have tD ratify the treaty al¬ 
though it comes into force im¬ 
mediately, broke into raucous 
applause after the signing. 

"Tire Republic of Crimea is 
considered to be pail o f Russia 
from the date of the signing of 


the treaty" the Kremlin said. 

Crimea and the city of Se¬ 
vastopol -- the home of die 
Russian Black Sea fleet which 
has special status -- are being 
incorporated as new con¬ 
stituent parts of the Russian 
Federation. 

The signing came after 
Putin gave a fiery address seek¬ 
ing to justify the incorporation 
of Crimea into Russia. 

His defiant speech referred 
to Crimea's tumultuous history 
and brushed off US and Ell 
sanctions touted as the most se¬ 
vere agamst Moscow since the 
end of Cold War 

"In the hearts and minds of 
people, Crimea has always 
been and remains an insepara¬ 
ble pari of Russia," Putin said 
Putm slammed the Soviet- 
era decision by Nikita Khrush¬ 
chev to gift die peninsula to the 
Ukrainian Soviet republic as 
riddled with "violations ' 

"When Crimea suddenly 
ended up being in another state, 
Russia felt it was not simply 
robbed - --it was plundered," he 
said adding that Russia was 
tired of being pushed into a 
comer and that it had been re¬ 
peatedly deceived by die West. 

"On the Ukraine the West 
crossed a line," he said, warn¬ 
ing it agamst provoking Russia. 

But he sought to play down 
fears that Russia was seeking to 


Continued from p age 1 

grab p arts of eastern and south¬ 
ern Ukraine, whose Russian- 
sp eakrng population is far from 
supportive of the new authori¬ 
ties in die Ukraine. 

It is the first tune since 
World War II that Moscow has 
exp anded its borders and repre¬ 
sents the most radical redraw¬ 
ing of tiie map of Europ e since 
Kosovo's 2 DOS declaration of 
independence from Serbia 
The move has been im¬ 
mensely popular among Rus¬ 
sians and over 100,000 people 
turned out for a patriotic rally 
attended by Putin outside the 
Kremlin late yesterday. 

Thousands of Ukrainian 
tro op s h ave been 1 eft maro on e d 
m bases in Crimea and it re¬ 
mains unclear how their fate 
will be resolved with the region 
now under full Russian control 
The decision by the Euro¬ 
pean Union and the United 
States Monday to slap asset 
freezes and visa bans on Russ¬ 
ian officials and Ukrainian fig¬ 
ures involved m the Crimea 
referendum seemed to -cause 
little alarm in Moscow. 

Putin's aide Vladislav Surkov 
likened die sanctions agamst 
him to a "political Oscar, for 
best supporting actor" 

But Western leaders warned 
a tougher response tD the an¬ 
nexation of Crimea -could still 
yet come 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - Dutch 
Rnme Minister Mark Rutte said 
yesterday he was "disgusted" by 
a music video depicting a ji- 
hadist-style execution of contro¬ 
versial anti-Islam politician 
Geest Wilders. 

The video, posted on 
YouTube by Dutch-Lebanese 
rapper Hozny, comes days after 
the outspoken Wilders said that 
the city of The Hague "could do 
with 1 ess Moro c c ans" 

Rutte, whose center-right 
WD party competes with 
Wilders 1 PVV for votes, told tire 
NOS public broadcaster that die 
video was revolting, dreadful" 

'Words fail me when some 
kind of idiot posts videos like 
these. We are an open democ¬ 
racy and Geert Wilders.. should 
be able to do his job openly," 
Rutte said. 

In die video, entitled 
"Geeilje", a derogatory dimi¬ 
nutive of Wilders' first name, a 
wigged actor depicting the plat¬ 
inum-haired politician is ab¬ 
ducted by two masked gunmen. 

At the end of die dip for the 
song — which tells the story of 
Wilders 1 poll heat career and his 
comments about. Islam -- 
masked gunmen force the actor 
to kneel in front of a camera 
with a green sheet m the back¬ 
ground as seen in many abduc¬ 
tion videos in die Middle East A 
shot is heal'd as the video fades 

DUt. 

Performing m Dutch, the 
rapper sings lie's not doing “it" 
for himself, but for the "girls 
wealing head scarves" and "die 
young men looking for work 


and bread." 

"Geert)e, Islam consists of 
2 I billion (people)., nothing 
will help if they come to get 
you .. expect it with your hateful 
stones," Hozny raps 

Wilders, who is often reviled 
among immigrant communities 
for his fiery anti-Islamist rheto¬ 
ric, has in die past compared the 
Koran to Hitler's Mein Kampf 
and calls Islam a fascist religion 

The last two weeks again 
saw the p olid dan campaign an 
an anti-Islam program in two 
Dutch 'Cities where Ins Party for 
Freedom (PVV) are contesting 
today's local government elec¬ 
tions. 

Wilders, who has been under 
24 -hour police protection for 
several years, said he would 
lodge a complaint with police 
over die video, which he said 
was an incitement to violence 

In 2008, Wilders released a 
documentary film called "Fitna" 
which depicted the 2001 and 
2004 attacks on New r York and 
Madrid interspersed with 
phrases from the Koran. Tire 
film drew fury in Muslim coun¬ 
tries. 

In 2011 he was acquitted an 
hate speech charges by a Dutch 
court, after being accused of 
spreading racial animosity and 
discrimination against Muslims. 

Some observers said this 
w r eek that Wilders may have 
overstepped the mark with Ins 
comment about Moroccans, ap¬ 
parently targeting a specific eth¬ 
nic group, and rights groups 
have said they will file com¬ 
plaints. 


land oop 

^ the Undlan ^till koala 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12 : 00 -3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 

6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palin Beach Aruba - Teh 5860941 
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Rights group: 
Attacks on 
journalists 
soar in Mexico 

MEXICO CITY (AFP) - At¬ 
tacks against journalists and 
news organizations soared by 
5 9 p erceat in M exi c d 1 ast y e ar, 
with 330 cases reported for the 
most violent year since 3007, a 
media lights group said Tues¬ 
day. 

The London-based Article 
19 organization said the media 
face an act of aggression every 
2d.5 hours m Mexico. 

The number of attacks 
against journalists, media 
workers and facilities of news 
organizations rose from 207m 
3D12 to 330 in 2013 Nearly 90 
percent of the attacks were 
against individuals. 

Article 19 said public offi¬ 
cials were behind six m 10 at¬ 
tacks 

The report came after a 
weekend break-in at die house 
o f the media lights group's di¬ 
rector for Mexico and Central 
America, Darin Ramirez, 
whose computer and docu¬ 
ments were stolen 

Article 19 said 2013 was 
til e m o st via 1 ent for j oumall sts 
since drug-related violence 
began to rise in 20 D7, when 
then president Felipe Calderon 
launched a military crackdown 
against organized crime 
President Ennque Pena 
Nieto, who took office in De¬ 
cember 2012, has vowed to 
combat crime against, journal¬ 
ists, but attacks rose during Ins 
first frill year in office. 

Mexico has become one of 
die most dangerous places for 
journalists, with 37 media 
workers killed since 2000. 
Most of the crimes remain un¬ 
solved 

Haiti elections 
set for October 
after accord 

PORT-AU-PRINCE (AFP) - 
Haiti will hold legislative elec¬ 
tions on October 2fi after an 
agreement brokered by the 
country's Catholic Church 
ended a long-running political 
impasse, it was confirmed yes¬ 
terday. 

The agreement, reached 
after mediation from Cardinal 
Chibly Langlois, provides for 
the election of 20 senators and 
around 100 members of parlia¬ 
ment and local councilors 
The municipal elections 
had been due to be held in 
2011, whil e the sen ate vo te had 
been set for 2012, but both 
have been delayed because of 
political squabbling. 


Door di yena bo formulario bo ta aporta na ELMAR su actualisacion 
di e sistema di data. 


Pa mas information poryama Customer Service na 523-7100. 
Nos ta conta cu bo cooperation. 


ELMAR 






E formulario ta obtenibel na tur nos sucursalnan y tambe riba nos website www.elmar.aw. 


Pa porsirbibo miho 

Ta importante pa nos tin bo informacionnan corecto. 


Ex-Colombia rebel admits kidnapping Americans 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - A 
former commander of Colom¬ 
bia's FARC rebels faces up to 
dO years in prison after plea¬ 
ding guilty yesterday to char¬ 
ges stemming from the kid¬ 
napping of three US citizens in 
2DD3, US justice officials said. 

Alexander Beltran Herrera, 
37, admitted three counts of 
ho stage-taking during an ap¬ 
pearance in federal court in 
Washington following lus ex¬ 
tradition to die United States m 
2012 . 

Beltran Herrera had been a 
member and commander in 


FARC, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia, 
during a 15-year spell with the 
gro up b etwe en 19 94 and 2 0 Q 9 

He will be sentenced on 
July 25 in Washington, a state¬ 
ment said 

John Carlin, acting assistant 
attorney general for the Justice 
Department's National Secu¬ 
rity Division, said Beltran Her¬ 
rera had admitted involvement 
in the kidnapping of Marc 
Gonsalves, Thomas Howes, 
and Keith Stans ell. 

The three men, who had 
been working for a US defense 


contractor on a drug surveil¬ 
lance mission, were taken 
hostage after their small plane 
crashed m the Colombian jun¬ 
gle in February 2003. 

They were held for more 
tlian five years by FARC, 
winch Washington has desig¬ 
nated as a foreign "terrorist" 
organization 

Two other men onboard the 
plane when it crashed were ex¬ 
ecuted by FARC rebels after 
the accident. 

Tuesday's statement said 
FARC jailers used " choke har¬ 
nesses, chains, padlocks and 


wires' 1 to restrain the hostages 
during their captivity. 

They were eventually res¬ 
cued after a raid by Colombian 
forces in 20 DS, winch also led 
to the release of French- 
Colombian hostage Ingrid Be¬ 
tancourt. 

"This case underscores our 
resolve to hold accountable 
those who target our citizens 
with violence anywhere in the 
world," Carlin said 

Hie FARC h av eb e en ft gat¬ 
ing successive governments 
since the !9dQs and are Latin 
America's oldest, insurgency 
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Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 


3 bedroom BC 

1B2.6 sq. m. / 
19647sq.lt. st* 1 


The Residences are exclusive luxurious full ownership condominiums 
nestled within the lush greens of The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, 
offering you the choice of luxurious: Studio, One, Two, Three and Four 
Bedroom Condominiums, Our 4 Bedroom Condominium offers 5 full 
bathrooms, and an occupancy capacity for id - 12, 


Whether you're a first time visitor to 
the island, or you vacation in Aruba 
evqryyedr, we invite you to enjoy 
one of the most memorable vacation 
destinations of your life. We are the 
Divi Resorts and Aruba has been aur 
home for over 40 years, 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, 
in addition to The Links at Divi Aruba 
golf course, and the Alhambra Casino 
Shops & Restaurants, For years we've 
offered high quality all inclusive and 
timeshare vacations. Many aF dut 
guests have found that one vacation to 
Aruba per year is simply not enough! 
Our solution; The Residences at Divi 
Village Golf & Beach Resort. 


You can now purchase your own 
condominium and still enjoy the Resort 
amenities of the Divi collection. 

For more information about The 
Residences, visit our Sales Office 
located in the Golf Clubhouse at the 
Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort 
For questions or tD schedule your 
appointment to view a condominium; 

Call +297 735 525a or +297 735 5300 

E: salestddi vlaru b a residences.c o m 
W: www.diviarubaresidflnces.com 

Make your second home Aruba! 


AMENITIES: 


• S had e d pa rkin g spac e w ith 
eLectrical outlet 

• Complimentary shuttle to beach, 
restaurants, and the Alhambra 
Casino and Mail 

• Membership with RCI vacation 
exchange program 

■ Complimentary use af fitness center 

■ C ompli m e ntary use 0 f b ea ch cha i rs 


Beach towels service 

24/7 Security 

Garbage collection 

Green keeping 

Condo Liaison on duty 

Discounted green fees 

Complimentary use of driving range 

Preferred tee times 

Divi managed rental program 


4 betfroomScuth Wing I 274.2 sq. m. / 2950.3 sq ft. 


Heart attacks misdiagnosed 
as anxiety in women: study 


OTTAWA (AFP) - Women 
are more likely to die of heart 
attacks because their symp¬ 
toms are often misdiagnosed 
as anxiety so they do not get 
vital swift treatment said a 
study Monday. 

Researchers at McGill 
Uni varsity 111 Montreal set 
out to understand sex differ¬ 
ences in mortality rates for 
men and women with acute 
coronary syndrome. 

They asked 1J 23 patients 
aged 13 to 55 to fill out a sur¬ 
vey after being admitted to 
one of 24 hospitals in 
Canada, one 111 the United 
States and one in Switzer¬ 
land. 

The women 111 the study, 
the researchers found, gener¬ 
ally came from lower income 
brackets, were more likely to 
have diabetes, high blood 
pressure and a family history 
of heart disease. 

They also had substan¬ 
tially higher levels of anxiety 
and depression than the men. 

The researchers noted that 
the men received faster ac¬ 
cess to electrocardiograms 
(ECGs) to check heart 
rhythms and fibrinolysis to 


prevent blood clots than the 
women 

Early treatment for a he ait 
attack can prevent or limit 
damage to the heart muscle, 
whil e s aving the p ers on’s life. 

On average it took 15 
minutes and 28 minutes, re¬ 
spectively, for men to be 
given ECGs or fibrinolysis 
from the time they arrived at 
an emergency ro am 

In contrast, it took 21 min¬ 
utes and 36 minutes for 
women 

The researchers pointed to 
the women's higher levels of 
anxi ety as the primary reason 
for the discrepancy. 

"Patients with anxiety 
who present to the emer¬ 
gency department with non¬ 
cardiac chest pain tend to be 
women, and the prevalence 
of acute coronary syndrome 
is lower among young 
women than among young 
men," said lead researcher 
Louise PuDte 

"These findings suggest 
that triage personnel might 
initially dismiss a cardiac 
event among young women 
with anxiety, which would 
result in a longer do or-to- 
ECG interval 11 


China halves TB 
rate in 20 years: 
Lancet 

PARIS (AFP) - China has 
more than halved its tubercu¬ 
losis rate in 20 year's by scal¬ 
ing up steps to ensure 
patients take their antibiotics, 
The Lancet repotted Tuesday 
The tally of new infections 
fell from 170 people per 
100,000 of tlie population in 
1990 to 59 per IDO,000 m 
2010 -- a target reached five 
years ahead of schedule. 

A study attributes the success 
to China broadening access 
to a treatment called DOTS 
(for directly observed ther¬ 
apy, short-course) which en¬ 
tails health work ers 

meticulously supervising pa¬ 
tients until they complete a 
course of antibiotics to kill 
the TB germ 

The microbe can thrive if a 
patient stops taking the drug 
too early, leaving behind a 
small colony of germs that 
can become antibiotic resist¬ 
ant and be transmitted to 
other people 

During the 1990s, die DOTS 
pro gramme exp ande d rapi dly 
in China. from covering half 
ofits population to all of it by 
2000 . 


Toshiba unveils disease-detecting 

breathalyser 



TOKYO (AFP) - Japan’s Toshiba on Tuesday unveiled a 
breathalyser which it says can detect a wide range of diseases 
just 30 seconds after users blow into the machine. 

The device, about the size of a small dishwasher, has a noz¬ 
zle in which users blow several times. 

It then analyses the puffs for traces of several gases winch 
can signal the presence of several health problems including 
diabetes, stomach ailments and even the ordinary hangover 

' A breath exhaled into the machine is irradj ated with an in¬ 
frared laser, and then trace gases are detected" the company 
sa: d in a statement. 

Tlie gases include acetaldehyde, methane and acetone, all 
of which can point to the presence of various health problems. 

Toshiba said it would expand tlie number of gases — and 
diseases -- that its machine can detect with an eye to starting 
commercial production next year. 

Tlie healthcare segment is a key unit for Toshiba, winch is 
best known for its consumer electronics. 
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Amazing views over Aruba, 


RESTAURANT 


Ouf Unique Location, Exquisite Italian Cuisine, Outdoor Bar, 
Warm Service and our Indoor and Outdoor tables make us 


The Experience you can’t 


Ideal for Spectacular Sunset 
and views over Aruba Pictures, 


Situated on Me Miil of Mudidfti&atta 
fdcfAt next ta the QaUfaxma £igfitAou&e 


Open Daily at EL30 AM 
serving a mini Breakfast, Lunch (11 AM } 
and Dinner (5.30 PM ) . 

Happy Hour from S to 7 PM, 


LIFE MUSIC DAILY FROM 7.30 TO 9.30 PM. 

The Perfect Location for ALL Celebrations. 


Please present this ad for a 10% discount on your food selection. 


Pkm J 586 0786 for Reservations. 


postpone tour after L'Wren Scott death 


Stones 



NEW YORK (AFP) - The 
Rolling Stones on Tuesday 
postponed indefinitely their 
tour of Australia and New 
Zealand with frontman Mick 
dagger plunged into grief over 
the apparent suicide of girl - 
friend L'Wren Scott. 

dagger, who was reportedly 
heading back to New York, 
said he was "struggling to un¬ 
derstand" Scott's death as it 
emerged her fashion design 
business was grappling with 
multi -million-do 11 ar debts 


"The Rolling Stones are 
deeply sony and disappointed 
to ann ounc e tli e p o stp onetnent 
of the rest of their 14 ON 
FIRE tour of Australia and 
New Zealand," they wrote on 
their website 

"Mick dagger, Keith 
Richards, Charlie Watts and 
Ronnie Wood wish to thank all 
of their fans for their support 
at tins difficult time and hope 
tli at they will fully understand 
the reason for tins announce¬ 
ment" it added 

The band said they would 
reschedule concerts in Perth, 
Adelaide, Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane and Auckland at a 
later date, asking ticket hold¬ 
ers to hold on to their tickets 
until further notice. 

dagger initially cancelled 
just the opening leg of the 
Australian tour, winch was to 


have begun in Perth on 
Wednesday 

In a blog post on his web¬ 
site, a day after 49-year-old 
Scott was found dead at her 
luxury New York apartment, 
he described the former mo del 
as not only his lover but Ins 
best friend 

"I will never forget her," 
dagger, 70, wrote under a post 
entitled L'Wren", featuring a 
black and white photo of 
Scott 

"I am still struggling to un¬ 
derstand how my lover and 
best friend could end her life 
in tins tragic way, dagger 
wrote 

"We spent many wonderful 
years together and had made a 
great life for ourselves. She 
had great presence and her tal¬ 
ent was much admired, not 
least by me. 


Scott and dagger, who was 
31 years older, had been dating 
for well over a decade 

The elegant six-foot, faur- 
mch (1.93m) designer was 
found hanging by a scarf at her 
Chelsea apartment in Manhat¬ 
tan on Monday according to 
police. 

Police sources indicated 
that they had not found a note 
or letter near' her body 

It emerged that Scott's busi¬ 
ness had large debts at die time 
of her apparent suicide accord¬ 
ing to latest accounts filed m 
Britain 

LS Fashion Ltd ran a loss of 
4.3 million euros ($5.9 mil- 
hon) as a f D ec emb er 31, 3 D13, 
said the accounts lodged with 
Britain's Companies House 
last October and obtained bv 
AFP. 


Rapper Chris 
Brown erderod to 
remain in custody 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) - A US 
judge ordered US rapper Chris 
Brown on Monday' ta remain be¬ 
hind bars for allegedly breaching 
his probation stemming from Ins 
notorious 2009 assault of then- 
girl friend Rihatma 
The 24-year-aid, arrested Friday 
after being b o ote d out o f a rehab 
facility m Malibu, will have to 
stay in custo dy until a pro b atiaii 
violation hearing on April 33. 
Judge James Brandlm said he 
found it troubling that Brown 
had told a group therapy ses¬ 
sion tli ere "I am good at using 
guns and knives," prompting 
Ins ejection from the center for 
drug and anger management 
Brown also violated the cen¬ 
ter's internal rules by "touching 
elbows or standing very close 
to a female client. 



Stone Grill Restaurant & Bar Every Day From 5-7pm 


BRING THU AD TO RECEIVE A FREE ORANGE JUICE 


'Romanct 


Stone at 


LOCATED AT: 

Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
TE: 586 404 6 


MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 8-1 1 AM 

1 EGGS (FRIED, £C!WABl£D OR POACHED) 

I WITH BACON, AND LINK SAUSAGES. 


'Restaurant 


Early bird Special 


POTATOES, TQAS' AND CO-FEE OR ! EA 


Lemon chicken Bnait 


let Cream 

Chocolate 


Dinner Salad 


Petite Filet Motion 


Soup of (be day 


FflettfGn»up& 1 vanilla 

AU terved with French Flies or Baked Potato on m Faraoai HOT Sto 
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Saturday: Aruba Night 

From 6:00 *10:00 p.m, 

Enjoy dance groups 
performing to the tune of 
the Caha di orgel, a 
popular musical instrument 
used here '‘merry up” 
the ambience 


Welcome to the 
Mill Resort & Suites 


2x1 Happy Hour: 

Fri: 6-8 p.m. 

Sat to Thu: 5-7 p.m. 


For more information and reservation call at 

tel,: 526-7700 ext 1401 or 1418 

E-mail: reservations@millresort.com _ 


MONDAY: 6:00 -9:00 P.M. 


Limbo 


Show 


WEDNESDAY: 


Every Friday 
from 6-10 p.m,at the 
Garden Cafe Restaurant 


The Mill 

Resort £l Suites 


We have a fantastic range 
of Theme Nights 
for you to choose from. 


Friday: Italian Night 


Join us for our 
Italian Buffet Dinner 



Apperttefts 

House Salad 
Or 

Onion Soup 
Or 

Sweet Spicy Chicken Wings (4 pc} 


S' ENTREES 

a G nired Seef Tenderloin or Chicken skewer 
served with fresh sauttod vegetates. French 
i ries and your choice of peanut or chimichuri 
— saLice on the side, 

Zf Or 

g Our homemade Beef and sausage lasagna 
^ served with garl iq bread on the s : -de. 

" Or 

§ Grilled Mahi Mahi served with f nesh sauteed 
u*j wegelabtes. rice and a lemon herb sauce on the 

side. 


ARU BA 


/oanjba 


NSA can retrieve, replay phone 
calls: report 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
N ati Dti al S e cunty Agen ey h as 
techn □ 1 o gy cap able of 
recording all the phone calls 
of an entire country and re¬ 
playing them later, a report 
based on leaked documents 
said Tuesday 

The Washington Post, cit¬ 
ing documents leaked by far¬ 
mer NSA contractor Edward 
Snowden, said the technol¬ 
ogy functions like a time ma¬ 
chine by being able to reach 
into the past. 


The report said the NSA 
can collect 1 DO p ercent of the 
calls of a target country and 
reach as far back as one 
month with the tools called 
MYSTIC and RETRO 
The 1 eaked do cum ents say 
the tools can 'retrieve audio 
of interest that was not tasked 
at the time of the original 
call." 

The Post said that at the 
request of US officials, it 
withheld details that could be 
used to identify the country 


where the system is being 
used or other countries where 
it may be used in the future. 

If accurate, the program 
would be mare powerful than 
any other NSA program by 
allowing the spy agency to 
tap into the entire network 
from a country. 

Hi e National S ecunty 
Agency would neither con¬ 
firm Dr deny the report but 
said in a statement that its 
electronic spying was not." ar¬ 
bitrary lfc 


Antarctic moss returns to life 
after 1,500 years frozen 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Moss that was frozen far 
1,500 years beneath an ice 
sheet in Antarctica has been 
brought b ack to life, marking 
the longest life span for any 
known plant, researchers sad 
Monday. 

The study in Current Biol¬ 
ogy describes the first time 
mass has been shown to sur¬ 
vive for such an extended pe- 
riod of time. 

Previously, moss was 
known to be revivable after 
20 years And bacteria is the 
only other life form that is 
known to survive after thou¬ 
sands, even millions of years. 

This experiment shows 


that multi-cellular organisms, 
plants m this case, can sur¬ 
vive over far longer 
time sc ales than previously 
thought These mosses, a key 
part of the ecosystem, could 
survive century to millennial 
periods of ice advance, such 
as the Little Ice Age in Eu¬ 
rope," said co-author Peter 
Convey from the British 
Antarctic Survey. 

“Although it would be a 
big jump from the current 
finding, this does raise the 
possibility of complex life 
farms surviving even longer 
periods once encased in per¬ 
mafrost or ice," said Con¬ 
vey. 


3,200-y»aM>l4 
skeleton found 
with cancer 

LONDON (AFP) - Ardiaeol- 
o gists have found the 3,200- 
year-old skeleton of a man 
with a spreading form of can¬ 
cer, the oldest example so far 
of a disease often assodated 
with mo dera h festyies, s :i en- 
tists said Monday. 

The remains of a man be¬ 
lieved to be aged between 25 
and 35 were found last year 
in a tomb in Sudan on the 
banks of the River Nile by a 
student at Durham Univer¬ 
sity in northeast England 

"This may help us to un¬ 
derstand the almost unknown 
history of the disease, said 
Michaela Binder, the re¬ 
searcher who found the 
skeleton. 
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BING®! 


MON., TUES., SAT. & SUN. • 4PM [ FRI. • 5PM 


TOTAL OF $ 1,50O IN CASH PRIZES! 

s 6 for 9 games includes the Powerbalt. 

Buy a stamp for *2 to double your prizes. 

CnmlilicnT T: v, reravK nil tighl>. Nv stber msnihe: oF ih> ; np Wwnnlc^ tkO lc rcrrapc'e Musi he 18 v?'-'! of nge nrdder Play responsihlif wrii'.gninNeramnymnuierg 
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£ cc 

JJ-. CLUB j 


CLUB & CASS NO 


J.fc IRAUSCJUIN BLVtJ. 243 
Aruba, [Jutch Caribbean 
UOParub^jcom 


Germany's top court clears euro 
bailout fund 



KARLSRUHE, Germany - 
AFPpliDto shows judges of the 
Second Senate of the Federal 
Constitutional Court of Ger¬ 
many (L-R) Sibylle Kessal- 
Wulf, Monika Hermanns, 
Michael Gerhardt, Peter Huber, 
Andreas Vbsskuhle (chairman), 
Gertrude Luebbe-Wolff, Her¬ 
bert Landau and Peter Mueller 
arriving for the proclamation of 
their decision on objections by 
euro seep tics against the Euro¬ 


pean bailout fund (ESM) an 
M arch IS, 2 014 m K arlsruh e, 
southern Germany. 

Germany's highest court 
ruled that die Europ ean bailout 
hsnd, the ESM, is m line with 
the country's constitution 
Confirming a preliminary rul¬ 
ing dating from September 
20 12, the Federal Constitu¬ 
tional Court said it saw no ob¬ 
stacles to Germany taking part 
m the 50 D-billion-euro ($<59d- 



BEIJiNG : A deliveryman pushes a box past a clothing 
store at the Wangfujing shopping street in Beijing on 
March IS, 2014. China’s yuan weakened against the dol¬ 
lar after the central bank doubted the trading band for 
the currency, which the United States has long insisted 
is undented. (AFP PHO TO) 


billion) European Stability 
Mechanism, set up to bail out 
troubled countries and their 
banks. 

Since the eurozone turmoil 
began in 2010, eurasceptics 
have repeatedly asked the 
Constitutional Court m the 
so uthwest ern city of Kail sruh e 
to rule on whether new EU cri¬ 
sis-fighting tools comply until 
Germany's constitution 

Germany's share of the 
ESM bailout fund amounts to 
190 billion euros, more than 
that of any other country. Ger¬ 
many was one of the last coun¬ 
tries m tiie region to ratify the 
rescue fund, in late 2012 


SATURDAY’S 
Crossword Answer 


■ jk a a. 



H 

N 

O 

A 

N 

A 

G 

E 
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Yellen pressured to clarify 
Fed rate signals 



WASHINGTON 
(AFP) - Janet Yellen 
opens her first 
monetary policy 
meeting as Fed¬ 
eral Reserve 
chair yesterday 
amid pressure to 
clear up questions 
about the Fed's 
plans for hiking its 
base interest rate 

Hie Federal Open Market 
Committee is not expected to 
move off its current course of 
steadily tapering its stimulus 
program m the two-day meet¬ 
ing m Washington. 

And it will not begin raising 
the short-term fed funds rate 
from its bottom-level 0-D.25 
percent, where it has been 
since late 200 E. 

But with the offi cial unem¬ 
ployment rate having fallen 
faster than expected, and 
Yellen still believing that the 
jobs market remains weak, the 
FCMC needs to distance itself 


from the b. 5 p ercent j ob - 
less rate it set Dutmore 
than a year ago as a 
threshold for when 
it needs to begin 
tightemng policy. 

At the same 
time, the Fed has to 
be sure that weather 
has been behind, the 
slowdown m the econ¬ 
omy over the last three 
months. 

Also demanding extreme 
caution is the crisis over the 
Ukraine 

"The fallout appeal's mini¬ 
mal so far, but geopolitical ten¬ 
sions are high," said Jim 
O'Sullivan, chief US econo¬ 
mist at High Frequency Eco¬ 
nomics "The crisis could spill 
over to the US economy 
through financial contagion 
and confidence effects " 

Yellen has pledged continu¬ 
ity from the policies of Ben 
Bemanke, whom she replaced 
as Fed chair on February 1 



KABUL : An Afghan construction worker makes con¬ 
crete tubes on the outskirts of Kabul, Afghanistan. 
Afghanistan's economy has improved significantly since 
the fail of the Taliban in 2001. but despite international 
asistance the country needs to overcome challenges in¬ 
cluding low revenue collection and job creation, corrup¬ 
tion, weak government capacity and poor public 
infras tructure. (AFP PH O TO) 
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DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Mrt. 14 - Mrt. 20 


O’stad : * Botica Stn. Cruz f - 3 . Ns ‘Botica San Lucas * 




Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel. 580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 pm-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a,m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Gduber Hospital 

Tel .5274000 

EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1996, 587-5000 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116,582-1604 
582-5447 
In San Nicolas 
Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 
professional taxi services 
Tel. 588-0035 
A/ Anon Mootings 
Mondays $-7 pm 
Sabana Liter 0 in Noord 
Tail 5€7335« I 5838989 


see our website: 
www.themorn- 
ingnew s a r u b a. c om 


ACROSS 

1 . “Veep" 

Channel 

(abbr.) 

4. Performer 
0 . Cooking spray 
brand 
12- Snaky 
swimmer 

13. “Hey __" 

14. Latter of 
“Heroes"' 

15. Norma or 
Charlotte 

16. Fork prongs 

17. Clitic Reed 
IB. Grain 

measures 
20 . Computer co. 
inils 


2 ?. 


was 


saying.,..” (2 
wd&,) 

23. Assents 

26 . Aroma 

2&. Winter apple 

30. Suspended 

31 Easier entree 

32, Cape 
Canaveral 
org. 

33, Deterioration, 
as of the 
shoreline 

35. Baxter and 
Bdleyn 

36. High-_ 


1 

2 

3 Ij 

13 



15 



15 




26 


30 


J-i 




27 


23 



38 


43 

44 


40 



51 




37. Business 

degree (abbr.) 

3B. Speed rale 
(abbr,) 

39. Showy ftowers 

43. Zodiac lion 

45- Academy_ 

47, "See ya!” 

40. Promissory 
note 

49. Soup dipper 

50. Memorable 
lime 

51. They come 
after ems 

52. Road bends 

53. Address book 
abbr. 

DOWN 

1. Parsley or 
rosemary 



40 

41 

43 

47 



50 



53 




2 . Gentleman 
caJler 

3. Spanish 
shouts 

4. Swear (to) 

5. Tex-Mex dish 

6 . Perfect ratings 

7. Copper source 

8. Quit 

9. Type Of 
cheese 

10 . Tankard filter 

11. Blend 

19. Puts the 

receiver down 
(2 wds) 

21. Walter of The 
Real McCoys" 

23. Marksman's 
expertise 

24. Soothe 

25. Pampering 


places 
25. Female & 

£7, Succinct 
£ 6 . Jumbo 
29. I acking rosy 
cheeks 
31. Glutton 

34. Breathe in 

35, Homes 
37. Actress 

Oberon 

39. Cushions 

40. “Oh, surer (2 
wds.) 

41. Bronte's “Jane 

42. Performing 
mammal 

43. Fabrication 
44* Very long time 
46, Existed 


Sudoh'* 





9 


4 

6 





3 


1 


7 




8 







2 

7 


9 

4 

8 



5 



2 








4 



7 



4 

6 

9 


9 

6 
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7 
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6 


8 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number Is Never repeated 
in a row or column, 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Gold Coast Aruba: This is the time to invest 



— Management of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island's newest and 
most innovative gated commu¬ 
nity, reports that sales have 
been very good and encourag¬ 
ing as the global economy re¬ 
covers and people looking to 
purchase vacation homes have 
found that Gold Coast is an 
outstanding investment value. 
Director of Sales, Fito Croes 
lias noticed a surprising per¬ 
centage of owners mreality do 
not spend a great amount of 
tune personally to use the vil¬ 
las or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but are taking advantage 
of Gold Coast's rental services 
to turn their investment into 
ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” m 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays with 
the family on the island,” he 
remarked, “but 1 am gratified 
by how many are buying be¬ 
cause they felt secure with real 
estate investment on Aruba. 
They really study the hi story 
and economy of die island and 
are impressed with the political 
stability and continually in¬ 
creasing value of prime loca¬ 
nons Gold Coast ism the heart 
of M aimak, considered 
Aruba's most exclusive com¬ 
munity where the value of 
properties has only increased 
over time It is only minutes to 
the best beaches and all the ac¬ 


tion, and yet offers a quiet and 
secluded getaway; we are very 
pleased by tire response to our 
concept” 

Fito, with Ins sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy operate Cas 
Bon, which has been con¬ 
structing homes and building 
developments for all budgets 
for nearly twenty years “Gold 
Coast Aruba is the j ewel m our 
crown," observes Fito “We 
were very excited about tins 
project and the scope of actual 
and planned facilities and 
amenities. We have spoken to 
countless island visitors to find 
out what they would really 
want m a permanent residence 
on Aruba, and took from 
there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 
tioners who have dreamed of 
their own home m Aruba con¬ 


tributed to the realization of 
Go 1 d C o ast Ainb a win ch when 
complete will be a community 
of 260 town homes, villas and 
condominiums with a stunning 
clubhouse complemented by 
two additional community 
pool areas, The Clubhouse is 
about to start construction and 
will offer to the community 
homeowners and viators 2 ten- 
ms courts, full service spa and 
fitness center as well as a stun¬ 
ning pool area also to house a 
restaurant and mini-market 
Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation an their invest¬ 
ment particularly those taking 
advantage of the on site man¬ 
agement's rental services pro¬ 
gram Hr ere is always a great 


demand for Aruba and facili¬ 
ties such as those at Gold 
Coast, make it easy for some 
owners to see a valuable return 
on their investment. 

The design of the resi¬ 
dences and public areas is 
open, any and spacious, taking 
full advantage of the island en¬ 
vironment, with quality con¬ 
struction and finishing 
available. Partnering with two 
of Aruba’s top providers of 
kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options allowing buyers to 
individualize their homes An 
elegant and chic furniture 
package is available or island 
designers will assist owners m 
finishing tlie decor to their sp e- 
cific tastes 

There are many aspects tD 
purchasing property, not the 


least is the future value of the 
investment To further enhance 
this, Gold Coast management 
have inaugurated a number of 
in-house services and have re¬ 
cently become affiliated Inter¬ 
val International, the world's 
largest network of vacation 
ownership properties which 
provides an unlimited interna¬ 
tional pool of investors to tap 
for ownership and rental 
prospects Property exchange 
for a vacation no another desti¬ 
nation is also available through 
the Interval International affil¬ 
iate on G ol d Co ast' s own rental 
services have also proven 
highly successful in assisting 
owners in renting their villas; 
24-hour security and mainte¬ 
nance seivi ces also tip the 
scales when it is time to make 
a decision. Aside from all tins, 
housekeeping, child care, 
catering services , car rental 
through its partnership with 
AVIS car rental are also avail¬ 
able as well as pre-shopping 
services so cupboards and re¬ 
frigerators are stocked upon ar¬ 
rival, which can also be 
arranged through their prop¬ 
erty management department. 
Personnel are also available to 
assist m arranging restaurant 
reservations and island activi¬ 
ties. 

Visit their website: www. 
goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability 
or call 586-2200 to arrange a 
personal tour. 


Discover authentic Aruban cuisine at 

The Queen's 




Mama Luisa hard at weak in the kitchen 


tion of banana hasa and 
creamy potatoes provide a de¬ 
liciously picturesque meal 
The Queen's is located on 
die second level of Palm Beach 
Plaza tucked into a cozy comer 
at the front of die mall. If you 
have a mind to try the real deal 
m Aruban food, without a 
doubt, this is the way to go, rea¬ 
sonably priced and easily acces¬ 
sible. A full menu can be seen 
on their website, http://www.the 


queensaruba. com/ 

Aside from an extensive re¬ 
gular menu they also have 
daily specials made from 
whatever is in season, and 
Mama Luisa is in the mood to 
prep are so don't be shy about 
asking for something that may 
no be on the menu, as they are 
always eager to please 

The Queen's is open daily 
from 3:00pm- 11:00pm f of¬ 
fering both indoor and out- 
floor dining. telf. 5860606. 


machi -“Grandma’s Beef 
Stew;” or their fresh, whole 
snapper, with Mama Luisa's 
delectable salsa criolio Dont 
miss the specialty of the house, 
a favorite local delicacy,, 
Keshi Yen a -“Filled Cheese.” 
Tins is a tasty, filling stew of 
chicken, with other ingredients 
that are handy that day all in¬ 
cased m a thick skin of melted 
Gouda It is satisfying and par¬ 
ti cul arly memorabl e Re gi on al 
side dishes and some of 
Mama's secret recipe prepara¬ 


EnjDy a true taste of Aruba 
without having to travel in die 
charming surroundings of The 
Queen's Restaurant in the Palm 
Beach Plaza Mall. Your host, 
Varella Innocencia has 
brought her very popular 
Oranjestad eateiy to Palm 
Beach, showcasing authentic 
local cuisine only a short walk 
away from the major resorts 
The “lupper" and elegant, 
n ew di gs o ffer b e autiful vi ews, 
but Mama Lusia's map cal 
touch in the kitchen is what 


first won tins 
charming eateiy their loyal 
clientele. She can be counted 
on to b e conjuring up the deli - 
cious dishes that have been in 
her family for generation. As 
Varella says, "My mom loves 
and lives to cook. Even when 
she is not at work m the restau¬ 
rant, she is experimenting with 
new dishes all day at home. 

She is tlie Queen of the 
Kitchen " 

Be sure to tiy Luisa's ac¬ 
claimed ''Garni Stoba di Ma- 
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US college basketball fans gripped by 
March Madness 



seeded team in NCAA his¬ 
tory tD win a game -- on 
Tuesday in a preliminary 
"play-in" game against the 
State University a f New York 
at Alb any. 

A win would send Mount 
Saint Mary's to the tourna¬ 
ment's main draw, and a dash 
with the University of Florida 
Gators, a number one seed 
and two-time NCAA champi¬ 
ons. 

"There are going to be 
s ome maj a r up s et s, and that's 
what people love about it," 
Mountaineers coach J ami on 
Christian, 31, told AFP, ex¬ 
plaining the tournament's 
massive appeal. 

"March Madness basically 
says that an ordinary guy, far 
one night, can be as good as 
any team in the country. It's 
the American dream -- being 
able to pick yourself up by 
the bootstraps and work 
yourself up to the tap " 

- Science of 
’bra dietology 1 - 

Central to the March Mad¬ 
ness insanity is the bracket — 
a multi-pronged diagram 
with the names of each team 
as they progress to the finals. 

Guessing which team will 
go forward is a national ob¬ 
session -- known as " bra eke - 
tology" -- as an estimated $ 13 
billion changes hands in of¬ 
fice and online pools, accord¬ 
ing to business magazine 
Forbes. 

This year, billionaire War¬ 
ren Buffett, the nation's best- 
knawn investor, and loan 
provider Quicken have 
teamed up to offer Si billion 
to whoever correctly predicts 
every outcome right up to the 
NCAA final. 

Hie odds of doing that 
successfully are put at nine 
quintillion to one -- that's 
nine followed by IB zeros — 
and the prize money is to be 
paid out in 40 annual pay¬ 
ments of $35 million, or a 
one-time lump sum of $500 
million. 

"We really pay no atten¬ 
tion to that" said NCAA 


tournament chairman Ron 
Wellman when asked about 
the Buffett bracket. "We have 
other tilings that we need to 
tend to at this point 

One of the most-watched 
brackets comes from Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, a well- 
known basketball fan and 
r eereatianal pi ay er who posts 
his projections on the White 
House website. 


- Playing hoops hooky - 

So popular is March Mad¬ 
ness that outplacement firm 
Challenger Gray and Christ¬ 
mas e stun ate s c o mp am e s 
could lose a whopping $1.3 
billion for every unproduc¬ 
tive work hour during the 
first week of the tournament 

" While March Madness 
distractions may not alter the 
nation s quarterly GDP num¬ 
bers, you can be assured that 
dep artm ent m an a g er s an d 
network administrators no¬ 
tice the effect on work output 
and comp any-wide Internet 
speeds," said the firm's CEO 
John A. Challenger. 

Most however need not 
worry about being fired: a 
survey by OfficeTeam, an¬ 
other job placement firm, 
found that 30 percent of man¬ 
agers deem March Madness 


to be good for staff morale,, 
labor lawyers Mintz Levin 
reported on its blog 

"The real reason why peo¬ 
ple like March Madness so 
much is because it gives them 
an opportunity not to have to 
work," said John D'Argenio, 
athletics director at Siena 
College in New York state, 
wduch last participated in 
3010. 

Some fans just skip work 
altogether, feigning sickness 
to convene in bars with 
friends or stay at home tD 
watch the action 

March Madness certainly 
is big business CBS and 
Time Warner are paying 
$ 10 S billion for the rights to 
telecast every game until 
3034. Same of that money 
goes back to the universi¬ 
ties 



EMM ITS BURG (AFP) - 
Over the next three weeks, a 
peculiar syndrome will 
sweep over the United States, 
sending Americans into a col¬ 
lective tizzy as they ditch 
work, lay bets and obsess 
over s a m ethi ng c all ed 
"brackets." 

Welcome to the National 
Collegiate Athletic Associa¬ 
tion (NCAA) Division One 
Men's Basketball Champi¬ 
onship, better known as 
March Madness for the way 
it seizes the nation's attention 
for the better p art of a month. 

Sixty-eight teams are 
vying for glory On April 7, 
one will take the coveted 
NCAA title m Texas And 
some of the stars of college 
basketball will quickly make 
their way to the professional 
ranks. 

In the run-up to the final, 
millions of Amencan sports 
fans will be glued to their TV 
screens and mobile devices, 
rooting for their alma maters 
Some will bet big money, on 
the well-funded traditional 
powerhouse teams and tire 
would-be Cinderellaslooking 
to make a splash. 

One such underdog is 
Mount Saint Mary's, a small 
Catholic university of just 
2,3GQ students located in 
rural Emmitsburg, Maryland 

Hie Mountaineers are 
hoping to be the first 16th 


15 MINUTE 
ENGLISH 
EIFESTYLE& 
NEWS SHOW 


ON 15 ATV A LOCAL 

NBC LICENSEE 

WEEK NIGHTS 7:15 PM 
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Downtown. 
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BEST PRICES 
ON 

THE ISLAND 


QUALMS . 
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RAW BAR I CEVICHE STATION | SEAFOOD GRILL 


CRAB LEGS | SHRIMPS | CARVING STATION 


Daily 5:30 - 10:30 pm 

except Thursdays fCarnaval Dinn 
arid Saturdays (Baked Lobster DinnerJ 


$39.95 P .p. 

Kids 6-12 half price 
0-5 eat free 


LOCAI EO AT ARUBA MARRIOll l 520 6&S I | RESERVAMONS RECOMMENDED 


come, 

stay with us! 

AwU storied quiet 
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Pistorius defence team 
challenges police 
photos 


PRETORIA (AFP) - Oscar 
Pi st on u s's de fen ce t earn 
picked through the testimony 
of a police photographer on 
Tuesday who took images of 
the bloodied crime scene 
where the Paralympian shot 
dead ins girlfriend. 

Hie court was shown 
graphic photographs of a 
bloody cricket bat and bath¬ 
room flo or and the 9mm pistol 
used to shoot Reeva 
Steenkamp, with the athlete 
later weeping durmg testimony 
by a ballistics expert. 

Defence lawyer Barry Roux 
said police photographer Ben¬ 
nie van Staden caused a "great 
disturbance" by moving evi¬ 
dence and suggested police 
testimony contained suspi¬ 
cious timing inconsistencies. 

Van Staden, who was visi¬ 
bly tiling under Roux's torrent 
of queshons, said he always 


took pictures of an original 
■crime scene, but that he moved 
bloodied towels and a duvet in 
order to check for more evi¬ 
dence 

Roux argued that bungles 
by police had tainted the scene 
to such an extent that the evi¬ 
dence could not be used 

The defence insists these 
changes make it difficult to 
prove the sequence of events 
m tlie early morning hours of 
Valentine's Day last year 

"How does it happen there 
was such great disturbance in 
that scene 1 ?" Roux asked about 
tire pictures in die hop es of dis¬ 
crediting the witness. 

The lawyer also claimed 
data on the photos suggested a 
"great overlap" m when pho¬ 
to graphers do cumented tlie 
scene, contradicting testimony 
tlrat they worked at different 
times. 


Aruba's Biggest Dinner Buffet 


Former FIFA boss paid millions by Qataris - report 


LONDON (AFP) - A former 
senior official of FIFA and his 
family were paid almost 12 
million (£1.2m) from a Qatari 
firm linked to the Gulf state's 
successful bid for the 2OH2 


UNtCA&lk PALM BEACH # 184 
xm - * w -" TEI: (297) 586-8540 


^ ■ unicasa 

SLt't H U A.H JIT T 


A 


Supermarket 


rmarket 

Opening hours; 


Next to 

Grand Victoria Bar £ Restaurant 
Close to the traffic lights 
and high rise hotel area. 


Monday - Saturday,8a.m. - 12midnight 1 Sunday 8a,m - lOp.m 


■ - 




r 
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World Cup finals, according tD 
a report in Tuesday's edition of 
Britain s Daily Telegraph 
newspaper 

The Telegraph said Jack 
Warner, the former vice-presi¬ 
dent of FIFA, appeared to have 
been personally paid $1.2 mil¬ 
lion (£720,000) from a com¬ 
pany controlled by a former 
Qatari official shortly after the 
controversial decision to 
award the country the tourna¬ 
ment. 

Payments totalling almost 
$750,000 (£450,000) were 
made to Warner's sons, accord¬ 
ing to documents seen by the 
Telegraph. A further $400,0013 
(£240,000) was paid to one of 
lus employees. 

The Telegraph also said a 
company owned by Mohamed 
Bm Hainmam, the then FIFA 
executive member far Qatar, 
appeared to pay $1 2 million 
(£720,0 00) to Warner in 2011 

Bin Hainmam, who 
launched an abortive challenge 
against incumbent FIFA presi¬ 
dent Sepp Blatter, resigned 
from his FIFA and Asian Fa ot- 
ball Confederation posts in 
2012, shortly before was 
banned far life from football 
administration by the global 
governing body's ethics com¬ 
mittee. 

However, FIFA was non¬ 
committal regarding the Tele¬ 
graph's report on Tuesday, 
saying m a statement: “FIFA 
has no comment to make on 
tins matter. 


W;amer was o ne a f the m o st 
experienced members of the 
executive committee until he 
stood down in 2011 and served 
as vice-president of FIFA far 
14 years. 

He was one of the 22 peo¬ 
ple who decided to award Rus¬ 
sia the 201 £ World Cup and 
Qatar the 2022 tournament 
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Gold Coast Aruba... 

A Place for You! 


MW" 




turday 






TO** 3 !! 






3 minutes drive to 

Arashi Beach 


Luxury Villas, Town Homes & Condos 

Contact us by email at info igoldcoastaruba.com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax:+297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U,$. 1-866-978-5770 
w ww.gol dco asta ruba.e o m 


PRICE STARTING FROM $289,00_ 

Visit us for Your (stand Dream Home Ownership 

Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 


MaJmok ■ Aruba 


Knicks counting on Jackson to revive fortunes 


NEW YORK (AFP) - Phil 
Jackson, who coached a 
record II NBA champi¬ 
onship teams, has agreed to 
return Id the struggling New 
York Knicks, the National 
Basketball Association team 
announced on Tuesday. 

The former Chicago Bulls 
and Los Angeles Lakers 
coach was introduced as the 
president of basketball oper¬ 
ations of the beleaguered 
NBA team at a news confer¬ 
ence. 

"I am going to jump in 
with botli feet," Jackson said 


"We want to build a team 
This is the best place to play 
basketball." 

Jackson will be trying to 
recreate the magic he was 
part of with the Knicks in the 
1970s 

Jackson, who played for 
the Knicks from 1937-1978, 
has been put in charge of all 
basketball decisions for the 
Knicks. He helped the Knicks 
win their most recent NBA 
crown in 1973 

"We are looking forward 
to embracing the past but also 
looking forward," said Jack- 


son "To come back to the 
place where I started in bas¬ 
ketball is a great feeling " 

The fiS-year-old Jackson 
retired from coaching in May 
3011 after leading the 
Chicago Bulls to six crowns 
in the 1990s and then Las 
Angeles Lakers to five titles. 
His last title came in 2D 10 
with Los Angeles. 

Jackson won 11 NBA ti¬ 
tles as a coach, surpassing the 
previous record of nine set by 
Red Auerbach. He also has a 
704 career winning percent¬ 
age, the highest of any NB A 


coach. 

The Knicks are in the 
midst of a disappointing sea¬ 
son. 

Despite boasting one of 
the tap scorers in the NBA, 
Carmel a Anthony, the Knicks 
are 27-40 — four games be¬ 
hind the Atlanta Hawks for 
the eighth and final playoff 
spot in the Eastern Confer¬ 
ence. 

The Knicks are hoping the 
hiring of Jackson improves 
the chances they might keep 
Antliany who is looking at 
free agency after this season 


Sao Paulo says 
will doll vs r Cup 
stadium for April 

SAO PAULO (AFP) - Sao 
Paulo's delayed Corinthians 
Arena stadium, due to hast the 
opening match at die World 
Cup, will be delivered Id or¬ 
ganisers on April 15, albeit 
with final touches still re¬ 
quired, an official said Tues¬ 
day 

11 Tlie ate will be delivered 
an April 15 with only a few is¬ 
sues to finish off thereafter," a 
sp ok esp er s on for An dre s 
Sanchez, former Corinthians 
chairman and site construction 
supervisor, told AFP. 

"What FIFA has asked for 
will be finished," the 
spokesperson said, without 
giving details of what further 
tweaks would be needed at the 
3 S, ODD -seat venue before it 
hosts Brazil's game with Croa¬ 
tia on June 12 

Last weekend, the ground, 
which will be home to six 
games in all, including one 
semi-final, hosted its first 
training session. 

Earlier, Folhade Sao Paulo 
had reported the stadium 
would b e delivered with an in¬ 
complete roof and without 
giant screens 

Corinthians have put the 
delays down to difficulties 
with securing $150 million m 
loans from state investment 
bank BNDES, as well as re- 
p airs needed after a November 
accident which cast the lives 
of two construction workers. 

UEFA chairman and World 
Cup organizing committee 
member Michel Platini earlier 
indicated in Zurich that the sta¬ 
dium was die main remaining 
cause for concern. 

"Tliere are question marks 
aver the number of seats. FIFA 
wants tD know exactly how 
many there will be," Platini 
said. 

"There are also comple¬ 
mentary structures which no¬ 
body wants to pay for," Platini 
indicated, alluding to tempo¬ 
rary installations. Constructor 
Gdebrecht, Sao Paulo city hall 
and the regional government 
are seeking to thrash out an 
agreement on the issue. 

But Platini noted Brazil w r as 
not the only host to race 
against the clock ahead of a 
World Cup 

"In Italy (ahead of the 1990 
finals) you saw people apply¬ 
ing the last touch of paint to 
stadiums just before the event 
started," he recalled 

Two other venues, Cuiaba 
and Curitiba, have yet to be fi- 
ished and Porto Alegre, al¬ 
though inaugurated, still has 
temporary installations to 
complete. 






























